
UUSAGESAGE
A Workbook for Students of English

by

Thomas S. La Farge

(Horace Mann School, Riverdale NY)

WAYSIDE PUBLISHING
Suite #5

11 Jan Sebastian Way
Sandwich MA 02563

(888) 302-2519

SAM
PLE

Copyright Material:  Do Not Reproduce



Copyright © 2005 by Wayside Publishing

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or
transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or other-
wise, without the prior written permission of the publisher.

ISBN 1-877653-88-8

ii

SAM
PLE

Copyright Material:  Do Not Reproduce



Table of Contents

Introduction ........................................................................................................................................... vii

I. Apostrophes
with contractions ....................................................................................................................... 1
with possessives ......................................................................................................................... 1
to add the meaning “of” or “for” ........................................................................................... 2
in cases of joint possession ..................................................................................................... 2
with hyphenated compounds .................................................................................................. 2
with plurals of letters, symbols, words used out of context ........................................... 2

II.A. Subject-Verb Agreement: linking subject and verb
when subject and predicate nominative are different in number ................................... 8
when ordinary sentence structure is inverted, as for questions .................................... 8

or the expletive construction ................................................................................... 8
when words come between subject and verb, such as

prepositional phrases ................................................................................................... 9
expressions like as well as, together with, followed by............................................... 9
negatives ......................................................................................................................... 9
adjective clauses ............................................................................................................ 9

II.B. Subject-Verb Agreement: with a compound subject
when two singular subjects are joined by and .................................................................... 15
when two singular subjects joined by and refer to the same entity .............................. 15
with names of stores or firms ................................................................................................ 15
when subjects are to be considered separately (each and every) ................................... 15
when subjects are joined by or or nor ................................................................................... 16

II.C. Subject-Verb Agreement: when the subject is an indefinite pronoun
with the -one, -body, -thing pronouns, each, and either ......................................................... 25
with all, most, any, none, some and with fractions ................................................................. 25
with both, few, several, others ..................................................................................................... 25

II.D. Subject-Verb Agreement: with collective nouns, nouns of quantity
with collective nouns referring to a group as a unit ......................................................... 31
with collective nouns referring to a group as individuals ................................................. 31
with nouns of amount and quantity ...................................................................................... 32
with plural nouns for time and money ................................................................................. 32

III. Pronoun-Antecedent Agreement
when the antecedent is a collective noun ........................................................................... 41
when a compound antecedent is singular with every/each ............................................... 41
when the antecedent is an indefinite pronoun or the noun person .............................. 42
with a relative pronoun that is the subject of its clause .................................................. 42

when the antecedent is one of those/the only one of those .................................. 43
when the antecedent is a personal pronoun ......................................................... 43

iii

SAM
PLE

Copyright Material:  Do Not Reproduce



IV. Punctuation with Quotations
when quoting directly ............................................................................................................... 52
when quoting a complete sentence ....................................................................................... 52
where to put commas and periods ....................................................................................... 52
where to put semi-colons and colons .................................................................................. 52
where to put question marks and exclamation marks ..................................................... 52
when quoting fragments ........................................................................................................... 52
with speaker tags ....................................................................................................................... 53
with slang and jargon ................................................................................................................ 53

Writer’s Reference: handling quotations in literary essays
colons to introduce quotations .............................................................................................. 54
block quotations ......................................................................................................................... 54
quoting verse ............................................................................................................................... 54
use of the ellipsis and brackets ............................................................................................... 54
quotations within quotations .................................................................................................. 55
quoting titles ............................................................................................................................... 55

V.A. Pronoun Case: personal pronouns
after linking verbs such as be .................................................................................................. 64
in compound expressions ........................................................................................................ 64
in clauses of comparison, after than or as ............................................................................ 65
used in combination with a noun ........................................................................................... 65
possessive with gerunds ........................................................................................................... 65
used as appositives ..................................................................................................................... 65

V.B. Pronoun Case: relative pronouns (Who or Whom?) .............................................. 68

VI. Punctuation with Independent Clauses
when these are joined by coordinating conjunctions ........................................................ 77
when the conjunction joins elements less than a clause .................................................. 77
using semi-colons without and with transitional adverbs ................................................ 78

Writer’s Reference: curing the comma-splice error ....................................................... 79

VII. Pronoun Reference
curing ambiguous reference .................................................................................................... 88
curing vague reference: vague which, this, that ...................................................................... 88

reference to a noun in the possessive .................................................................... 88
vague it and they ............................................................................................................ 89

VIII. Modifying Errors
curing the misplaced modifier ................................................................................................. 98

misplaced adverbs such as even and only ................................................................. 98
curing the ambiguous modifier ............................................................................................... 99
curing the dangling modifier .................................................................................................... 99

with introductory infinitive phrases ......................................................................... 99

iv

SAM
PLE

Copyright Material:  Do Not Reproduce



IX. Punctuation with Essential and Nonessential Elements
with nonessential adjective clauses ........................................................................................ 108
with nonessential participial phrases ..................................................................................... 109
with nonessential appositives .................................................................................................. 109

Writer’s Reference: punctuation with essential/nonessential adverb clauses ...... 110

X.A Verb Forms: tense
consistency in tense use ........................................................................................................... 120
use of present tense for summaries of events in literary works .................................... 121
use of past tense when reporting what was said ............................................................... 121
use of present tense for generally accepted truth ............................................................. 121
use of perfect tenses to relate actions occurring at different times

present perfect .............................................................................................................. 121
past perfect ..................................................................................................................... 121
future perfect ................................................................................................................. 122

X.B Verb Forms: subjunctive mood
in a clause expressing a request ............................................................................................. 125
in a clause expressing a wish ................................................................................................... 125
in a clause expressing a situation contrary to fact with if or as if ................................. 126

X.C Verb Forms: tense of participles ................................................................................... 128

Writer’s Reference: passive voice .............................................................................................. 128

XI.A Parallelism
using parallel phrasings to express like ideas ....................................................................... 137

Keeping voice of verbs parallel .................................................................................. 137
using parallel phrasings with correlative (double) conjunctions ..................................... 138
using parallel phrasings within comparisons ........................................................................ 138

XI.B Comparisons
expressing comparisons clearly ............................................................................................... 141
expressing comparisons completely ...................................................................................... 141
finishing one comparison before starting another ............................................................. 142
comparative vs. superlative forms .......................................................................................... 142

XII. Double Negatives .................................................................................................................... 151

Writer’s Reference: redundancy ................................................................................................. 151

Words to Watch Out For

1-4 accept/except, badly/bad, beside/besides, conscious/conscience .............................................. 159

5-8 lose/loose/loosen, all ready/already, all together/altogether, some
time/sometime/sometimes, some place/someplace ................................................................... 162

9-12 disinterested/uninterested, unique/unusual, farther/further,
nauseated/nauseous ...................................................................................................................... 165

v

SAM
PLE

Copyright Material:  Do Not Reproduce



13-16 allusion/illusion/delusion, allude/elude, healthful/healthy, ........................................................... 167
continual/continuous

17-20 principle/principal, compliment/complement, stationary/stationery, ......................................... 169
effect/affect

21-24 effective/efficacious/efficient, eminent/imminent/immanent, ..................................................... 172
sight/cite/site, council/counsel

25-28 lead/led, like/as, like/as if, like/such as ........................................................................................ 175

29-31 due to/because of/on account of, the reason is because, being that ...................................... 178

32-36 lie/lay, rise/raise, sit/set, precede/proceed, imply/infer ................................................................ 180

37-42 afflict/inflict, emigrate/immigrate, amount/number, few/many/much, ...................................... 183
less/fewer, between/among

43-46 should (could, would) of/have, eachother/each other, thusly/thus,
different than/from ....................................................................................................................... 186

47-50 sort (kind) of/rather (quite, somewhat), these sort (kind) of/this sort 
(kind) of/these sorts (kinds) of, try and/try to, a lot (alot)/many, much ................................. 188

Final Review Exercises ..................................................................................................................... 190

SAT-style Exercises ............................................................................................................................. 221

Answer Key to Guided Exercises ................................................................................................ 229

Glossary of Grammar Terms Used In This Book ................................................................ 236

vi

SAM
PLE

Copyright Material:  Do Not Reproduce



VI.  Punctuation with

Independent Clauses

((pp ii cc ll ,,   rruunn-- oonn ,,   cc ss))

When you’re working with one sentence that contains two or more independent clauses, each of
which could stand alone as a full sentence, what sort of punctuation do you use?

First, let’s look at the two most common errors that students make in this situation: the run-on sen-
tence (run-on) and the comma-splice error (cs). A run-on sentence is a sentence that contains
two independent clauses with no conjunctions and no punctuation between them:

I went to look for Katya she was gone.
They never told Josh they assumed he already knew.

Where should those clauses be divided, and how? The comma-splice error tries to splice together
two independent clauses with a comma, but a comma is not the right mark for this work:

Justine has some funny ideas, she thinks that knives are cute.
Roxanne’s speech is clear, it’s her ideas that are cloudy.

53. Coordinating conjunctions join independent clauses. Punctuate with a comma
before the conjunction. The seven coordinating conjunctions: for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so.

I went to look for Katya, but she was gone.
They never told Josh, for they assumed he already knew.
They assumed Josh knew, so they never told him.
Roxanne’s speech is clear, yet her ideas are cloudy.

Make sure that you choose the best conjunction to show the true logical relation of the two
clauses:

additional fact : and additional negative fact: nor
alternative fact : or opposing/contrasting fact: but, yet
cause: for result: so

54. Do not punctuate with a comma before the coordinating conjunction if it is joining
something less than two independent clauses. These conjunctions also join words, phrases,
subordinate clauses or predicates. If this is the case, no comma.

Tiffany put on her boots and walked out in the mud.

Punctuation with Independent Clauses — 77

Just chant: “clause–comma–conjunction–clause.”

A comma after the conjunction? Never!
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Both motorists and pedestrians need to be careful at crosswalks.
The bottle-rocket made a loud bang but never climbed into the air.
Pam left her shoes under the bed or in the bookcase.

55. A semicolon may join independent clauses. The semicolon tells the reader:“There is a con-
nection between these clauses; you find it.”

There are three shot-put champions among Olympia’s children; two are girls.
Justine has some funny ideas; she thinks that knives are cute.

Don’t overuse the semicolon. Used in moderation, it lends your writing elegance.

56. The semi-colon joining independent clauses may be followed by a transitional adverb.
You may put a comma after the adverb, except for the adverbs of time.
The words below are transitional adverbs.These are not conjunctions and may not by themselves
join independent clauses; use them after the semi-colon.They are very useful in expressing the log-
ical relation of your two clauses. Placing a comma after a transitional adverb, while not mandato-
ry, distinguishes it from ordinary adverbs and sets it off as indicating a turn in the thought.

Natasha hates furs; moreover, she hates the people who wear them.
Bob has not worked for years; nevertheless, he always seems to have money.
Adam is extremely afraid of falling; accordingly, he won’t go down stairs.
Nora has to change her socks; otherwise, her sisters will begin to complain.
Vera worked for hours on her Latin; finally she completed one problem.
George used to fail every Latin quiz; now he aces them all.
Adolf has few redeeming qualities; indeed, you could say he has none.

78 — Punctuation with Independent Clauses

Avoid a common error and chant:“Subject–verb–conjunction–verb.” No comma.

additional fact: moreover, besides, furthermore, likewise, also
opposing/contrasting: however, nevertheless, still, nonetheless, really,

in truth, in reality, in fact
resulting fact: accordingly, therefore, consequently, hence,

as a result, thus, if so, in that case
alternative fact: otherwise, if not, on the other hand, at the same time
time: then, now, later, earlier, once, at present, finally,

in the end, at last, next, thereafter, previously
example: for example, for instance
emphasis: indeed, truly, surely, to be sureSAM
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Writer’s Reference: THREE GOOD WAYS TO FIX A COMMA-SPLICE ERROR

Remember, you make this error when you put a comma between two independent clauses, like
this:

Julie is not happy, she keeps her feelings hidden.

It’s not obvious what the connection between the clauses is. Show the connection.

Method 1: add the right coordinating conjunction:

Julie is not happy, yet she keeps her feelings hidden. [So might work here too.]

Method 2: change the comma to a semicolon and add the right transitional adverb:

Julie is not happy; still, she keeps her feelings hidden.

Method 3: subordinate one clause to the other with the right subordinating conjunction:

Although Julie is not happy, she keeps her feelings hidden.

Punctuation with Independent Clauses — 79

Wake-up call about however: this adverb is sometimes used transitionally, sometimes par-
enthetically, and sometimes as an essential adverb of extent-to-which:

Jeff has no shoes; however, he doesn’t care.
Most people consider mice to be vermin; Ella, however, makes pets of them.
Bismo will never learn to use a handkerchief, however hard he tries.

It is only in the second situation that you will find however between two commas.

A note on semicolons: sometimes it makes sense to use a semicolon between two inde-
pendent clauses if there are other commas elsewhere in the sentence, especially in the first of
the two clauses. It’s important to show your readers where the first clause ends and the sec-
ond starts.That place is harder to pick out when those clauses contain a number of other com-
mas.

When Leon is angry, his eyes grow red, large, and tearful, and he starts to curse.

In this case you can upgrade the comma you would normally use to a semicolon:

When Leon is angry, his eyes grow red, large, and tearful; and he starts to curse.
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VI.  Punctuation with Independent Clauses:  Guided Exercise

Some of the sentences below are correct, and some have an error in punctuation. If the sentence is
correct, write “C.”  If the sentence contains an error, correct the punctuation.The number in paren-
theses at the end of each sentence refers you to a rule you have just learned.

1. The renowned physicist spoke at great length and in great detail to the undergraduates, howev-
er, despite her careful notes, Rita was confused. (56)

2. Ellen knew everybody at the party, but the boy standing near the band. (54)

3. Apologizing over and over again, Magda picked the fuzz balls off the clean clothes, and then put
the clothes in the basket. (54)

4. Bagelina, though grumpier that anyone else on the team, is by far the best tennis player, further-
more she has a degree from Cal Tech. (56)

5. Borzoi has very bad breath, unfortunately neither Magda nor his fellow Siberian chefs have the
courage to present him with a bottle of mouthwash. (56)

6. He’s a well educated man, however he has no common sense. (56)

7. Maria ran from the cafeteria into the field, and watched the lunch table smolder. (54)

8. According to Pachydermia, a credit card is valuable it pays the bills. (55)

9. Rahma did everything for her mother was very permissive. (53)

10. The rattlesnake bit her; the botanist was soon searching wildly for anti-venom. (55)

11. I have no idea whose diesel powered loom this is; nevertheless, I will return it to the garage as
soon as I have finished weaving. (56)

12. He found a pie on top of the refrigerator but his wife was not the baker. (53)

13. It could be that he is yelling at the spectators, and limping with pain at the same time. (54)

14. Harriet hasn’t had trouble with the car yet when I drove it, I could barely turn the steering
wheel. (53)

15. The pizza festival was a gigantic success, no fewer than 500 kids participated. (55)

16. Life suddenly seems very bleak to Nelson but Howard will soon cheer him up. (53)

17. Don’t blame everything on me; it was Jake, not I, who spilled the beans. (55)

80 — Punctuation with Independent Clauses
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Words to Watch Out For 25-28

W.25 is another pair of sound-alikes.With W.26-8 we get into a different sort of problem, the misuse
of the preposition like. So, like, study these carefully.

W.25  Lead and Led

The verb lead (opposite of follow) forms its past tense and past participle in led (unlike read, whose
past tense and participle are also spelt read). The noun lead is the name for the famously heavy
metal whose symbol in the periodic table is Pb.

That tyrant is being tried in The Hague for war crimes because he led his country into disastrous
wars for what he claimed were patriotic reasons.
The cake looked good but weighed in her stomach like lead.

W.26  Like and As

The use of like in place of as is a very common error. Like is a preposition meaning resembling, sim-
ilar to. It is used to introduce an adjective phrase that asserts a likeness between two nouns or
pronouns.

She wore a hat like a basket of flowers.
There’s no business like show business.

The phrase “like a basket of flowers” is an adjective modifying “hat.” “Like show business” modi-
fies “business.” Whenever you are tempted to use like, try substituting resembling and see if your
sentence still works.What about these?

She dances like a bomb exploding.
He breathes like a galloping horse.

Here we’re in tricky territory. It might seem that the phrases really modify the verb, in which case
they should be adverbial clauses of comparison: “as a galloping horse [breathes].” But in fact the
phrases are best seen as predicate adjectives (even though “dances” and “breathes” don’t seem
like linking verbs), because they are meant to describe the subject. So when can’t you use like?

I wish I could speak correctly, like my friend does.

Like never introduces a clause; only a phrase. As is what we want here. As is a subordinating con-
junction used to introduce a clause of comparison, with the meaning in the way that.

I wish I could speak correctly, as my friend does.

W.27  Like and As if,As though

This error is even more common than like/as.

Mr. Severe the overseer looked like he was going to whip us.

Like is a preposition, remember; it can’t introduce a clause. Use as if (or as though).

Words to Watch Out For 25-28 — 175
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Mr. Severe the overseer looked as if he were going to whip us.

Note: After as if and as though you will also find the verb form were where you might expect was,
as in the last example.This usage is the contrary-to-fact subjunctive, discussed in Chapter X, Rule
80.

W.28  Like and Such as

What’s wrong with this statement?

Julie won’t eat meats like pork, lamb, veal, and beef.

Try plugging in “resembling” for like and you’ll see the problem. Pork, lamb, veal, and beef are not
meats similar to the ones Julie won’t eat; they are examples of the kinds of meat she won’t eat. Such
as is a handy preposition for this situation.

Julie won’t eat meats such as pork, lamb, veal, and beef.
The number of explosions in action movies such as Mission Impossible 2 often seems excessive.

176 — Words to Watch Out For 25-28
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